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SPEAK UP

Hara's how these Lauderdale County
nativas answared the question,
"What would you miss most if you had
to go serve in Irag?"

g I

Matt Butler, 16
Al ent

“Fricnds and family.”
Jefl Brantley, 19
Aludent

“I% miss my feiends and family and
peace at iome”
Gary James, 17
Aludent

“My bullog."”

Kim Dhavis, 33
teacher

“My fiance, Stacey, and my family"”
Matl [avis, 22
Aluddent

Megan MeMuller conpiled thiz Speak Up guestion. Ske i3
a soplvarare af Sosutheast Landerdale High Sckosl, wliere she
flavs on fhe sofball feam. Her pareafs are Tim and Lord
MeMullen qad she has a sister, Stacey, wlo @5 g suadeaf of
Meridian Compmaaity College. Megan plans fo pursae a
career in @ compater-related feld.
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Business profile ...

TWO LOCATIONS

Cathy Carpenter has owred
tha Bible Bookstore, at B20
23rd Ava., since 1984 — and
cpenad a sacond Loation af
Bonita Lakes Ball in 1997,
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Bible Bookstore

We asked Mertdion bustness osbners fo
Full and grestisrmgires aboul emselees
aud theer sork. Sone gueslions swere
sertons, some were fust for o

Cothy Cargenter 5 the owwer of oo
Bible Bookstore localions, in one
demrivwn Mevidian and one af Borila
Larkes Mall,

She awd her hustaad, Bell, live on the
Suwqeraleng community aud alfend
Westerood Bapiest Church, They kure
three spms — Bhagear-old Will, 25 yearold
Matthew ard Idpegraold Pefer

Cortley 05 v Sprday School tencker and
a member of the Meridiar Dowan town
Associglion,

By Cathy Carpenter
special 1o The Star

Firat, the fun

Aomowie about my lfe and work would
be called “All in the Family® because my
mother-in-law works here, my father
works here and my two oldest sons work
here.

My business
= Wi supply Christian books, Bibles,
pifta and musle.

T years ago, | meta person who beciome

I CAN'T IMAGINE

5 day withouwt watar,

= 4 waak without reading my Bible
ared having a quist time with my Loed,

= A yaar without saaing my famihy,

* How it started? Jack Bynum and
Malcolm Lewis apenesd it in the spring of
18975 It was later purchased by Hob
Eawls. | bought it from him in October
1994, The sccond location opened in
Dctober 1997,

® Mo, of employees: 18

What I think

# The best piece of professional
advice | ever received was from my
grandmother, Linnie Denton, whe said,
“Waork hard and do your best.”

# What | look for in employees is hon-
caly, integrity and a sweet spirit. The
employes who's been with me the
lengest is Lorraine Fopejoy, our siles
person, who has worked here since
before | bought the Bible Bookstore.

# The best thing that happened at my
business this vear was my oldest son,
Will, came back to work here and my
|}|:|ic1rl]:' gon, Matthew, began working
| il

# The higgest challenge my business
faces in the coming year is the davato«day
challenges of geiting people's special
I'IE':iI']"ﬁ Ll 1i|]'|_l:'

A letber from home

¢ Has Sept, 11 amd the U5 War on
Terror changed this country? Yes, 1's
maile us realize we need 1o pray more
aned return ta our Christian values,

* Haz it touched my family’s life? We
knew o number of people who have been
deployed. It makes us appreciate what
they are deing for ws and the sacrifices
thew and their families have made,

® Has it affected my business? Kight
after Sept. 11, we golbd 2 lot more Bibles,
We're still selling a lot of those and we
gell a lof of bawks that talk about how the
Midddle East will play into endstime
prophecies,

# My messape o the troops: We're
Keeping vou in our pravers and want o
knew how wery much we appreciate your
Be TG,

Man with a mission

Irarielle fones is a sophomsre at Seuthenst
Landerdale High School. Her sfory is abeui
22-vear-ald Leavy Shaffner, assistant wuit
chaflain for the Mississippi Army Naticoal
Cwards J6TH Mainicaance Company af
Philadelphin.

By Danielle lones
spacial to The Star

*

When I asked him what ke missed
most while ke was gone, he said

he missed his family, friends
and working with the kids
at church and school,

one of my role models, His name is Leavy E.
Shoffner Je. When T met him, he was working
as Lhe chaplain at the same summer camp
where [ was working,

When the summer was over, he went back
to being a teacher's aide at Neshoba County
Middle School, helping feach grades &8 He
also went bBack to being the youth leader al
Beacon Streel Baptist Church in Philadels
phizn. Mol enly was he a teacher’s aide and a
vouth leader, he was also in the military.

Blat longe after scheol had started that year,

his unit, the 367th Maintenance Company,
was called to go overseas. He was gone from
home for 18 months, but only spent 12
months overscas. He served as the assistant
unit chaplain and the material storage handler
in a warchouse,

He returned home not too long ago. When
I asked him what he missed most while he
was gone, he said he missed his family,
fricnds and working with the kids at church
and school

I know he's happy to be home and I'm
happy to have him back.

Read Jarrod
Moulds’ story,

“That
Sweet
Sound,”

on the cover
of the Homes
section.




